


COMPARISONS
 Large Auditorium       Small Auditorium

   

These were the basic plans. The difference between the large and small configurations is the
closing off of both rear balconies. The small auditorium is only as deep as the large auditorium
from the first balcony line forward to the orchestra pits. 



To close off the rear of the auditorium and its two balconies a lift is used.  The lift is topped with
the main floor carpet and seats. Levels below provided two balconies. The ceiling pieces can be
lowered to close off the upper balcony, an additional configuration. They can also be lowered or
raised to expose lighting catwalks and adjust the room’s acoustics. 







This was the one George Izenour wanted to build, the culmination of a history of designing and
building variable geometry auditoriums.  This scheme was proposed to NYC for the replacement
of the World Trade Center after 9/11, and two additional organizations, all to no avail.  Three
weeks before he passed, we were considering alternative stage houses and the possibility of
lowering the ceilings in the small auditorium to close off both balconies and make and even
smaller venue.

No longer, given the financial exigencies of the modern world, can we afford to build Kennedy
and Lincoln centers with four venues that cost the taxpayers millions upon millions of dollars,
not only to construct but also to maintain while each venue stands idle a great percentage of the
time and only rarely is more than one hall used simultaneously. And, given the expertise and
technology we now possess, do we need to build such facilities? 
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